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And some news from around the world: 

Updates from Centre for Economics of Obesity, University of Birmingham (UK) 

International Health Economics Association – Cape Town: 

UK Society for Behavioural Medicine: 

In March 2023, Emma Frew gave a keynote address at the UK Society for Behavioural Medicine 

https://uksbm.org.uk/  annual conference on ‘Using economics to adopt a systems approach 

for obesity – what’s it worth?’  

Visiting MSc student: 

The Centre are delighted to host a visiting MSc student from University of Maasttricht – Nienke 

de Graef – supervised by Dr Irina Pokhilenko, Nienke is doing her MSc dissertation reviewing 

literature to identify the mental health costs associated with obesity. 

Stakeholder Engagement 

The Centre for Economics of Obesity met with their Stakeholder Advisory Group on Tuesday 

16th May 2023. With representatives from Sustans, Food Foundation, Sport England, 

Birmingham Health Partners and the West Midlands Combined Authority – it was a key 

opportunity to network and to gain their feedback on the Centre’s research progress and next 

steps: 

 

New projects: 

SALIENT Programme: 

The Centre for Economics of Obesity has recently joined a £6.8 million consortium to 

transform the English food system and encourage healthier diets.  Co-led by University of 

https://uksbm.org.uk/


Oxford and University of Cambridge, this is a partnership with academic and innovation 

partners to run food system trials to evaluate interventions to assess effectiveness in 

encouraging healthier and more sustainable diets.  Funded by UK Government Evaluation 

Accelerator Fund, the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, and the Food 

Standards Agency.   

EUniWell Programme 

As part of the EuniWell scheme https://www.euniwell.eu/ , the Centre for Economics of 

Obesity recently hosted an incubator workshop with the University of Nantes, University of 

Florence, Semmelweis University and Linnaeus University, to discuss how food provision on 

university campus influences people’s eating habits.  Led by Dr Irina Pokhilenko, this project 

will seek to understand the preferences of staff and students towards food served on campus, 

using a discrete choice methodology, and will use the insights to inform how Universities can 

act as ‘anchor institutions’ within a wider city food system.    

Welcome to Dr Bassit Malik: 

Bassit joined the Centre for Economics of Obesity in November 2022 

as a PhD student funded by the NIHR School for Public Health 

Research.  The focus of his PHD will be to model the social care 

costs of obesity, a topic that has been identified by our stakeholder 

partners as highly relevant. 
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