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Here is our brief update on economics of obesity related activities from around our regions. 

IHEA CONFERENCE CAPE TOWN  

You’ll all be aware that abstracts have closed for IHEA Conference Cape Town – I know that many 

abstracts and at least one organized session were submitted from our SIG. The theme of the 

conference is Diversity in Health Economics, and it is taking place from July 8-12, 2023 in Cape Town. 

Its looking to be a great conference.  There will be an opportunity to meet other SIG members at the 

Conference – watch this space for more details.  

NEWS FROM UK 

Value of green and blue space 

 The Centre for Economics of Obesity (CEO) hosted an ESRC Festival of Social Science event at the 

Exchange in Birmingham (UK) on Saturday 5th November.  

Community members engaged in group discussions and contributed their ideas and diverse 

experiences on enablers and barriers to using green and blue spaces for physical activity.   

Members of the CEO Emma Frew, Lin Fu and Irina Pokhilenko were joined by Eva Bennet from our 

CEO Public Advisory Group in facilitating the group discussions. The event was organised by Nafsika 

Afentou Humera Sultan and Hanna Wride from the CEO. Special thanks to Hamideh Mohtashami 

Borzadaran (CEO) for photos of the event’s highlights.  

We plan to collate the identified themes in a report that will be shared with the participants and 

available on our CEO website https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/centre-for-the-economics-

of-obesity/index.aspx.  

 

NEWS FROM USA 

In the US, the White House hosted a Conference on Hunger, Nutrition, and Health in September 

2022, which lead to the administration releasing a national strategy on hunger, nutrition, and health 

that included policy ideas and public/private partnerships that have the potential to influence 

obesity (and hunger, nutrition, physical activity, and health).  This is only the second conference like 
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this; the first happened over 50 years ago and was influential in expanding food assistance programs 

and setting the agenda for food policy.  More information about this conference is available at: 

https://health.gov/our-work/nutrition-physical-activity/white-house-conference-hunger-nutrition-

and-health 

 

NEWS FROM AUSTRALIA 

The International Congress of Obesity was hosted in Melbourne in October this year, with over 1000 

delegates. Sadly, economics did not have a very high profile, but it was a very good conference and 

for many Australians this was their first face to face conference since the pandemic. 
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